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LiBRARY TO HOST NATIONAL
BooOK LAUNCH FOR “ DEAR Miss BREeD”

Who was Clara Estelle : articles speaking out against this injustice, a position
Breed? Not only was she an i not popular during wartime. During the war, Miss Breed
extraordinary Librarian and received 250 letters from “her children” that she cherished
human being, but she was a and saved, and later given to Elizabeth Yamada, a former
member of the San Diego Public internee who donated them to the Japanese American
Library staff for 42 years, National Museum in Los Angeles.
serving as our first Children’s
Librarian then as City Librarian
for 25 years from 1945 to 1970.
Miss Breed, who passed away
in 1994, deserves much of the
credit for the building of the
Central Library in 1954.

San Diego Public Library
has been selected for the
national debut of Dear Miss
Breed on February 23-24, 2006.
Author Joanne Oppenheim will
be in San Diego for two days
to celebrate the publication of

Dear Miss Breed, written for young adult readers, a story that is important to both
focuses on an important chapter in the life of this remarkable San Diego and the San Diego
woman. It tells the story of how Clara Breed, a quiet hero, Public Library. Dear Miss & i 4 :
helped Japanese-American children, whom she knew and Breed came about when she e e———
loved as library patrons, survive incarceration in internment began looking for a Japanese- sty oy '
camps during World War II by sending books and writing American childhood friend SEwmwmwmwmom
letters to them. She gave them hope when their world was online. She found her classmate and also a story that needed
turned upside down. Miss Breed did even more by writing to be told.

For more information about Dear Miss Breed, visit www.dearmissbreed.com.

@ @
The Library is hosting the following events
with Ms. Joanne Oppenheim to celebrate
the launch of Dear Miss Breed:

High school students presentations:
Thursday, February 23", 10:004AM,Central Library
Friday, February 24", Torrey Pines High School, 10:30AM

Author Presentation, Reception & Book Signing:
Thursday, February 23", 6:00PM at Central Library.
RSVP for the Reception: (619) 238-6681

Exhibits: February 23 - March 30, Central Library S @/ Ypen vy

For more information about upcoming library events,
visit http://www.sandiego.gov/public-library and sign-up for Library Connection, the library’s monthly online newsletter.



A Message from
the Director

Anna Tatar, Director, San Diego Public Library

Dear Friends,

2006 promises to be an exciting year for the San Diego Public Library.
The photos on page 3 of this issue of Check Us Out tells the big story —
the Library will grow dramatically in 2006. A record number of branches
are currently under construction or in the process of being renovated.
Once completed, each site will bring expanded collections, new technol-
ogy and enriched programming to the communities they serve.

Our newest branch, College-Rolando, which opened in September,
continues to flourish as 5,000 patrons per month make use of computers
and wireless Internet access and attend a wide variety of library programs.
Adding to the excitement, the new main library project is rapidly gaining
momentum. With a beautiful design completed, cost estimates in hand
and the site ready to be cleared, we eagerly await each step forward in the
process of fulfilling our 30-year dream of building a new main library. As
Library Commissioner, Mel Katz so aptly points out in his article on page
6, the time is ripe to break ground on the new main.

The Library is honored to be selected for the national book launch of
Dear Miss Breed, the inspirational story of our first children’s librar-
ian, Clara Breed and her ongoing correspondence with young Japanese
American library patrons who were housed in internment camps during
World War II. Please join me in welcoming the author of Dear Miss
Breed, Joanne Oppenheim for a special presentation of her book on
Thursday, February 23, 2006 at 6:00PM at the Central Library.

Despite the financial challenges currently facing the City and resulting
cuts to the library budget, our dedicated library staff continues to provide
the highest level of service to our patrons. The library staff’s “can-do
spirit” is truly an inspiration. Now more than ever, the Library depends
on the continued support from patrons like you to grow and sustain
library services and collections. Please join me in making 2006 the Year
of the Library.

Sincerely,

Ouna. Jutar,

Anna Tatar

A QUARTERLY PUBLICATION OF SAN'DIEGO PUBLIC LIBRARY

The San Diego Public Library is a registered non-
profit organization under IRS Section 170 (c).
The Library subscribes to the Association of Fundraising Professional’s
Donor Bill of Rights and is committed to maximizing the effectiveness of
donor contributions. A copy of the Library’s latest financial report is
available by request.

News and Upcoming Events
For more Library news and information, call or stop by your local library or visit the
Library on the City’s Web site at http://www.sandiego.gov/public-library.

Also, subscribe to Library Connection, the monthly online newsletter with lots of
information on upcoming events: www.sandiego.gov/public-library/news-events/

PuLITZER PRIZE
WINNING AUTHOR
DoRris KEARNS (GOODWIN

Featured at Great American Writers Series

Goodwin Discusses Newest book -
“Team of Rivals”

As part of the Great American Writers
Series, a standout crowd of 150 guests gath-
ered at Petco Park on Saturday, December 3,
2005 to hear Pulitzer Prize winning author
Doris Kearns Goodwin discuss her highly
acclaimed new book, “Team of Rivals:

The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln”.
Attendees had a chance to meet Doris Kearns Goodwin and
obtain personally signed copies of her book. The event was
presented by the San Diego Public Library, The City Club of
San Diego and UCSD. The ongoing Great American Writers
Series features a wide genre of American writing —

fiction, non-fiction and journalism.
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Goodwin won the Pulitzer Prize in history
for “No Ordinary Time: Franklin and
Eleanor Roosevelt: The Home Front in
World War II”. She is also the author of
the bestsellers “Wait Till Next Year,”
“The Fitzgeralds and the Kennedys,” and
“Lyndon Johnson and the American
Dream.” Ms. Goodwin serves as an NBC-
TV news analyst and lectures around the world.

For further information about the Great American Writers
Series and upcoming library events, visit http://
www.sandiego.gov/public-library and sign-up for
Library Connection, the library’s monthly online newsletter.

STAFF IN THE NEWS -

VALERIE HARDIE

Val has been with READ/San
Diego since its inception in 1988
and was appointed Literacy Pro-
gram Administrator in August
2005. As director of READ/ San
! - Diego, Hardie oversees the San

Diego Public Library system’s

innovative literacy program, which has been nationally
recognized by the U.S. Department of Education. READ
is acclaimed for its successful strategies to improve
language skills among the estimated 422,000 adults
in San Diego County who cannot read and write well
enough to get along in the business world—or even meet
their own daily needs. San Diego Magazine recently

, name Val as one of 50 San Diegans to Watch in 2006.

newsletter.shtml. @



21* Century Library Improvement Projects
" New and Expanded Library Facilities Underway in 2006

The current 10,000-square-foot Otay Mesa/Nestor Branch
Library will be expanded by 5,000 square feet, providing
expanded meeting and conference space, a computer lab, and
additional space for growing collections. The project will also
include the repair/replacement of major building systems in the
original part of the building. The $3 million renovation project
is targeted for completion this spring.

Aerial photo of Otay Mesa- Nestor Branch,
courtesy of Manny Ramirez
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be built for the Serra Mesa and Kearny

Mesa communities. The new branch will  Rendering of Serra Mesa - Kearny Mesa Branch
provide patrons with a computer lab, meeting space, and a large collection of library materials.

Designed by Coombs Architecture & Planning Inc., the structure will be distinctive in appearance and

will be created to be in harmony with its surroundings. The building will include green building technology
and recycled materials. Per the community’s request, the design borrows on the mission revival and
craftsman styles.

«ﬁt Together, the prominent architectural
team Platt/Whitelaw Architects Inc. and
Fields Devereaux have created a dynamic
and functional design reflecting the community’s unique heritage and identity. The North University
Community Branch Library is located at the City-owned Nobel Athletic Park. The structural design
and appearance of the building blend beautifully with the park setting and the surrounding residential
neighborhood. Reading areas will overlook the park, the canyon, and the neighborhood. Both the Serra
Mesa-Kearny Mesa and North University Community Branch libraries are scheduled to open this fall.
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of North University Community Branch

Rendering

Construction also recently began on the parking lot for
the new Logan Heights Branch, a 26,000-square-foot mega-
branch that will operate in partnership with the San Diego
Unified School District and the neighboring elementary

and middle schools. The building’s architecture, itself the
result of three years’ of community meetings and input,

will express the history of the community in a modern way.
Plans call for ground to be broken for the new building later
this year.
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Rendering of Logan Heights Branch

Please see the feature story on page 6 for the latest news on the New Main Library.

For more information about how you can get involved in supporting the construction and renovation of
these library facilities, please contact Jay Hill, Director of Development, at (619) 236-5861 or email:
Jjayhill@sandiego.gov.

—  ——



The San Diego
Public Library
would like to
thank the following
contributors who
made gifts of
$100 or more to
support the library
in November and
December 2005.

VirginiaVirginia Abblitt
James & Jordis Abbott
Michael Adam

Pamela Adam
Dominick Addario
Alfred & Judy Aguayo
Roberta Alexander

Patricia & Richard
Amtower

Song & Agnes An
Phyllis Ancira

William & Shawna
Anderson

Ana Maria Andia &
Sandra Eriks

Stephen & Louise Andres
Barbara Angius

Robert Anslow &
Marina L. Marrelli

D. Clay Archer &
Chisato Shimizu
Michael & Alyce Archuleta

Norma Arnold &
Natalie J. Carroll

David Arnold
James & Louise Arnold
Linda Atcherley-Vincent
Stephen Awe

Joyce Axelrod & Joseph
Fisch

Mike Azarian, International
Probate Research

Sarah Babine
Mr. & Mrs. Abdulla Badani
Sheila Bailey

Lisa Baird & Steven L.
Morrison

Arlene Baker
Deanna Baker
Estelle Baldwin

Mark Banham &
Susan E. Wilson

Barbey Family Trust

Deana Barliant

Richard & Barbara Barnes

Nathalee Barnet

Jane Barnett

Walter & Marion Barrett

Sharon Barton

Robert Baumer, Law
Offices of Robert J. Baumer

Behram Baxter

Brian & Stephanie Beck

Julie Bendig &
Maria Elena Parra

THANK YOU, LIBRARY CONTRIBUTORS!

? John Berecochea

Kevin Berg &
Dianne Onstad

Dr. John Bergan &
Mrs. Elisabeth Bergan

Marvin & May Berman
Ralph & Roberta Berman
Thomas & Teresa Bernard
Alfred Berner
M. G. Bhakta

OM Enterprises, Inc.
Thomas Bigenho
David & Edita Bilak
Clayton Bingham
Ernest & Linda Bjork
Linda Blair
Brigitte & Joseph Blood
David & Ginger Boss
Andrew Bowen
Garrett Bowles
Mr. Lee Bowlus
E Allen Boyns
Gerald & Tracy Bracht
Jill Bradburn
Henry & Nancy Bray
Lauri & William Brennan
Dr. Daniel Bressler
Suzanne & Keith Bromley
David Brooks
Dianne Brown
Barbara Browning

William & Sadako
Browning

Miriam Brownlee

Rich & Nancy Brusch
Anthony Bull

Henry & Linda Burks
Gayle Burnside

Jennifer & Eric Busboom
Joanne Byford

Karen Calfas &
Thomas M. Polarek

Terry & Billie Calhill
Louisa Campagna
Thomas Campbell
Antoinette Caragozian

James Carr
Green Barn Distributing

Candace Carroll &
Leonard B. Simon

Nancy Carol Carter
Luc Cayet
Anne Marie Pleska

Nancy Cecil &
Denise Hawley

Gale Chan
Gabrielle Chavez
Luis Chavez

William & Aimee Lee
Cheek

Helen Cheng
Shirley Chervin
Heather Chisholm-Chait

Fred Christiansen
RE/MAX United

& Christopher Claisse

 Richard Clark
Donald & Debra Clauson
Arthur Clawson

Sharon Clint, Clint
Precision
Manufacturing, INC

Stephen &
Marianna Cochran

Dr. Charles Cochrane &
Monica Cochrane

Nathaniel & Ruth Cohen
Robert Cohen
Mr. Arthur John Cohrs

Arthur Cohrs Family
Trust

Marilou Coleman

Jana Collier &
Chris Nordby

Boyd & Rita Collier

Kay Collier

Laura Collins

Robert & Andrea Compton

John & Elizabeth Conlisk

Elizabeth & James Connor

Matthew & Danielle
Copley

Ann & Don Cottrell

Steven & Celeste Cowell

Daniel Crabtree

Timothy Crawford

Cubic Corporation

Christy Curtis Peterson &
Greggory M. Peterson

Peter Czipott

Dr. & Mrs. Stewart
Dadmun

Gary & Denise David
Karen Davies

Nancy Davis
Nancy J Davis Trust

Joan Davis

Lois Davis

Katherine Dawson

Marian Day

Sylvia Day

Dr. & Mrs. Paul Dean

David & Derelys Delano

Julie Demueles

Paula Desow

Anthony & Shirley DeVico

Alice & Doug Diamond

Viki Diehl

Christopher & Patricia
Diercks

Susan Dimagno &
Daniel R. Foltz

Mary Doan

H. Theo & Mary H.
Dohrman

Dr. Anne Donnellan
Bill & Kathy Dougherty
Susan & Thomas Doyle

Joyce & Robert Drinkward
Drinkward Family Trust

Margaret Drummy
David Dunn

o  Dunn Family Trust

®
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Charles Dunning

Georgia Dutro
D&D Tool & Supply, Inc.

Jim & Ruth Eagan

John & Jean Earl

Larry & Ellen Eberlein
Jeffrey Eby

Dr. Charles Edwards
Sue Kruidenier Edwards
Katharine & John Ellis
Paul Emrick

Pamela Engebretson
Susanna Engelsman
Jeane Erley

Anthony Estrada
Raymond Eubanks
James & Eunice Farschon

Louise Fearman & Dennis
Dieffenbacher

Betty Feldman

James & Marie Felty
John Ferguson
William Finan

Michelle & Jeffrey Fink
Arline Fisch

Art Flaming

Winifred Fleming

Tara Fletcher

B. Jean Fort

Dr. & Mrs. Sherley
Freudenberger

Robert Freund
Mr. Arthur Friedman
Archie & Joan Frietas
Ernest Gall

Gall Trust
Wita Gardiner
Charles Gardner
Mary Gardner
William & Carol Gardner
Betty Garrison
Robert Geib
Larry Gerace

Dr. & Mrs. George
Gerrodette

Dr. Richard Gevirtz & Dr.
Maureen Clifford Gevirtz

Helen Giacobine

Bill Gibbs

Mohammad Gilani

Robert Golden Foundation

Marilyn Golden Kelley &
Dr. M. Kelley

Milton Goldwasser

Merita Goncalves

Art Goodwin

Gloria & Vincent Gorguze
Barbara & Leonard Gosink

Alan & Grace Graff
Sam Bass Enterprise

Marie Graham &
Enrique Cabrera

Marcia Green
Catherine Greene
Herschel Griffin
Sharon & Bill Griswold

? Michael Gubitoc

Janelle Guzik

Denise Haignere

JJ & Dorothy Haire

Alfred & Virginia Hales
Bro Halff

John & Suzanne Hall
Robert & Lynnell Hallock
Frances Hamilton White
George & Betty Harbaugh
Judith Harmon

Frederick & Mary Lou
Harris

John & Lois Harris

Larry & Karen Harrison
Linda Harrison

Ira & Shari Hatch

Eileen & Andrew Hay
Kathleen Hayes

Stanley & Peggy Hayward
Anna Hazlewood

The Heller Foundation at
Union Bank of California

Janeene & Tana Herchold
Catherine Herlihy

Russ Herrell

Robert Herrman

Paul Herron

Pam & Stanley Herskovitz
John Hilton

Robert Hinton

Dr. Joseph Hippensteel
Clara Hockmeyer

Helen Hodges

Martha Holloway

Jeffrey Horvitz

Susan Howe

Francis & Margaret Howell
Michael Hughes

Carol Hunt

Jan Hunter

Rachel Hurst &
Richard T. Clampitt

|danta Partners, Ltd.
David Dunn

Kenton Ireland

Dean Gary Irey
The Irey Living Trust

David Isaman &
Janet McAfee

Thomas & Barbara Ivory
Mr. Paul Jacks
Alan Jacobson

Charles & Vivienne
Jacobson

Gary & Martha Jacobson
Nora & Alan Jaffe

Adrian Jaffer

Henry Janssen

Sherri Jaycox

Yvette Jockin

Ann & David Johns
James Johnson

Capt. William Jones &
Mildred L. Jones

¢ Robert & Joy Jones

® Dr. David Jordan
Nancy Olmsted Kaehr
Dr. & Mrs. H. Price
Kagey

Susan & Ara Kaloustian
Joan Kannarr

Andrew Kaplan

Steven & Jill Kaplan
Theodor & Trina Kaplan
Barbara & David Karle
Charles Kaseff

Arthur & Verdery
Kassebaum

James Kassner

Robert & Nancy
Katzmann

Tamsin Kelly

Scott & Catherine
Kemper

Josephine Kiernan
Henry Kim

Valdis Kiperts

Lynn & Bob Klees
Ms. Kassia Kossyta

Daniel & Kathryn
Kremer

Sally & Norman Kroll
Ping-Hui & Run Ku

Bernard & Elizabeth
Kuchta

Jeannie & Dan Kutch

James & Elizabeth
Kutzner

George La Pointe
Bharat & Hema Lall

Dr. & Mrs. Michael
LaMar

Diane Langford

Dick & Victory Lareau

Meryl Laullin

Frances Lauridsen

Dr. Mark Lawson &
Susan Lawson

Pauline Lee &
Huathin Khaw

Ruth Leerhoff
Mrs. Inge Lehman
Pamela Lester

Richard C. & Harriet Levi
Fund of the Jewish
Community Foundation

Warren Lew
Daniel Lewis

Marie Lia
Attorney at Law

Wayne Lill &
Kuniko Kamisak

Beth Limoli &
E. N. Limoli

Jennie & Chao Liu
Paul Lonac
Cathryn Low

Jerry & Bonnie
LLuboviski

Barbara & Ed Luce
John Lundsten
e Mr. & Mrs. Mort Luster




Margot & Bruce Magruder

Brian C. Malk & Nancy H. Heitel
Fund of The San Diego
Foundation

Johnny Mah

Pamela Maher

George & Mary Marinos

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Markowitz

Kenneth Martin

John Martinez

Emy & Marcello
Mastrocola

Allan McAllister

Col. & Mrs. Robert
McBride

John & Carla McCann
Eleanor McCardle
Carolyn McClain

Valorie McClelland
James McFarlane

Ms. Bonnie McGrath
Michael & Sucha Mclsaac
Wendi McKenna

Tom & Michelle McKinney
Kevin & Naomi McLean
Neil McLean

Jeffrey Mcmillen

Lane & Elaine McVey
Donald & Mary Meagher
Everett Mehner

Lynn Mendelsohn

Helen Mendoza

Heidi Metcalfe

Joan Metzger

Virginia Meyer

Phyllis Michel

Paul & Carol Micheletti

Stephen Mikolajczyk &
Lorraine M. Chuman

Bette Miller
Gregg Miller
Ann Mills
Mary Minshall

Mission Valley
Community Council
Mr. Nathaniel L.Cohen

Martha & Chuck Moffett
Patricia Mogavero
Douglas Mogle
Margaret Moody

James & Helga Moore
Joanne Moore

Neil & Judith Morgan
Ruth Morgenstern
George & Clara Morrison
Caroline Morse

Maxine Moser

John & Celia Mosz

Marianne Munoz Upstairs
Hair & Body Inc.

Merlin Murphy

Ellen & Stuart Naliboff
Daryl Nees

Susan & Roger Newell
Warner Newman

THANK YOU, LIBRARY CONTRIBUTORS!

P Sharman Nichols

Charlotte Nielsen &
Kari Nielsen Martone

Laurel Nishida

Evelyn Noderer

Sally Nooray

William & Margaret Ohara
John Ortgiesen

Barbara & Rodney Orth
Judith Osteyee

Tom O'Toole

Cynthia & Adam Pacal
Phil Palisoul

Robert & Catherine
Palmer

Virginia Patch
Geraldine Patton
Dorothy Paulson
Sharon Payne
Mary Peccolo

Deb Pedersdotter &
Elizabeth B. Shea

Michele & Anna Pellegrino
Jean Pepper

Joaquin & Janice Perez
Lawrence Perrin

Peter & Lorraine Peterson
Deborah Pettry

Wayne Pfeiffer

Piazza Retail, LLC

David & Frances Pierce

John Pifer
Pifer Properties

David Podsiadlo

Joshua & Christine
Polterock

Blanche Pope

Hughes & Nina Pope
Paula & Dave Pottinger
Capt. Robert Pray

Margaret Price &
Joel E. Tobiason

Charles K. &
Jane D. Pritchard

Paul & Sally Pruschki
Evan Pugh

Dawn Puraty
QUALCOMM

Haruko Quirk

Fred Raab

Helen Ramirez
Rancho Bernardo

Republican
Women'’s Federation

Helen Ranney

Anil & Sushma Rao

Dr. Samuel Rapaport
Sharon & Al Rappaport
Jack & Irma Redfern
Dr. James Reitman
Laurene & Gene Reu
Mary & Frank Reynolds
Umoja Richardson
Carol & Ronald Rinehart
Kathleen Rios

¢ Janet Robbins
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 Irl Robinson
Patricia Robinson
Kathy Rodittis
Sonja & John Roes
Bruce & Barbara Roesner
Sally & Steven Rogers
Tomas Romero
Lois Roon
Louis Rosen &
Myla Wingard
Richard & Glenda
Rosenblatt
Alfred Roske

Manuel & Paula
Rotenberg

Marcie Rothman

R. Bruce & Shirley Rowe
Richard & Virginia Rowe
Norman & Toba Rubin

John & Rosemary
Rutherford

C. Keith Rutledge

Thomas Ryan &
Frances P. Osborn

Daniel Ryan

Michael Sager
Robert Sajdera
Josiah & Abbie Sand

Sanyo Customs
Brokerage, Inc.,
Takeshi Nishii

Suzanne & John Schaffer
Paul Schankin
Sheldon Scharlin

Frederick & Julia
Schechter

Joseph & Shirley Schieffer
Jeffrey & Rachel Schindler
Judy Schmude

Elaine & Jerry Schneider
Karol Schoen

David Schubert

Craig Scott

William & Susan Scott
Charles & Gerry Scribner
Bradley Scurlock

Jill & Stephen Seagren
Shirley Seagren

Donna Sefton

Melvin Segal

Linda Seifert

Eugene H. & Judith A. Siegel
Fund of the Jewish
Community Foundation

Dennis & Verena Seisun

Dr. Melvin Selzer &
Ms. Judith Selzer

Dennis & Madelynne
Seymour

Beth Shamrock
Martin Shapiro
Ron Sharpe

Theodore R.L. Shaw &
Susan Peerson

Ernest Shaw
Shaw Family Trust

o Elizabeth & William Sherry e
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Joseph & Shirley Shieffer
Nelson Shing

Robert Sidner

David & Linda Sieh

Gil & Julie Sih

Peter & Barbara Simon

Stephen Simpson &
Sharon L. Jones

Jacqueline Sinclair

Raymond Skirsky

Walter T. & Frances M.
Slavey

Mr. Peter Smith &
Anne Halsey-Smith

Jean & Pemberton Smith
Mary Sue Smith
Michael Smith
Nora Jean Smith
Shepard Scott Smith
Susan & AJ Smith
Suzanne Smith
Norman & Judith Solomon
Arlene Spaniol
John Sparker
Charlyn Springer
Shirley St. John
Richard Stafford
Dale & Mark Steele
Elaine Stephenson
Barbara & John
Stevenson
Kim Stewart
Darrell Stillson
Stillson General
Contracting
Emilie Stone

Ms. Cynthia Stribling &
Foster Higgins

Wilfred & Karen Suchar
Sudberry Properties, Inc.
Katie & Dan Sullivan
Wayne Swanson
Marilea Swenson
Shirley Sykes

Ms. Deborah Szekely
Joseph & Elizabeth Taft
Anita & Agop Tashchian

Paul & Regina Taubman
Su Yon Benjamin Trust

Richard Taylor

Ronald & Mary Taylor
Rose & Paul Tchang
Claudia Pat Thompson
John & Susan Thompson

Richard & Constance
Townsend

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Trimble

Wendy M. Globe Tsien &
Roger Y. Tsien

Wes Tukker

Gay Urvoas

Steve Usher

Amy & Horacio Valeiras

Timothy & Linda
Vanderveen

Katherine Vitz &
Georg Thomas

Angie Vorhies

William Wachsman &
Matilda Remba

Raymond Waite

Albert & Shirley Walkoe

Michael Wallace

Myron & Anne Walter

Sarah Ward

Patricia Warren

Mr. Harry Washburn

Jessica F. Wayland

Stephen & Susan Weber

Joseph Weening

Marc & Joann Weinstein

Shirili Weiss

R. J. & Chiyomi
Wellington-Oguri

Leslie Wertz

Sarah White & David Gray

Victor Wild &
Andrea Gray Wild

Gregory Williams
Lonnie Williams

Stephen & Stephanie
Williams

Les Williamson &
Marilyn Gibbs

Barbara Willson
Dollie Wilson
Michael Wintringer

Floyd Wirthlin
AM-S0D, INC.

Jan & Abe Wischnia

Verona Worthman
Worthman Family Trust

Wendy Wright
Alice Young

Coleman & Betsy
Youngdahl

Elizabeth Ziegler
Paul Zucker

TRIBUTE GIFTS
Thanks to our
contributors who made
a special tribute or
memorial gift.

Gavin and Aidan
Locke
Jane Ann Anderson

Robert Coleman
Jack Coleman

Laurel Slater
John and Chris Fikes

Chris McFadden
Ms. Valerie Hardie

Donna Frye
John Henke

Shirley Hazzard
Steegmuller

Martin Family

Kenneth Martin

Tiffany Paligutan
Radie and Nora
Paligutan

Paul and Marina
Swanson
Katie and Dan Sullivan

Geoffrey Bjork
Ernest and Linda Bjork

Barbara Hutchison
Kathleen Ide

Choom Soonthordhai
Nantawan McLeod

Joan Merrill

Charles and Joan
Merrill

Barbara Billeter

Christine and Eric
Siegel

Gilbert Soto
Diane Soto

Ann Cornell
Denise Wyborski



THE YEAR OF THE NEw MAIN LIBRARY

With property in hand and a pledge to not use city general funds, the time to break ground is now.

By Mel Katz

Mel Katz is chairman of the San Diego Public
Library Commission, a director of the San Diego Public
Library Foundation and co-owner of Manpower.

What a wonderful time for the city of San Diego
to finally realize its goal of building a new main
library. Once finished, it will anchor and enhance the
entire public library system along with Downtown
redevelopment. San Diegans should make a collective
New Year’s resolution to start construction this year.

Why now? After almost 30 years, we have never
been in a better position to realize this dream. We have
the land, which is being cleared, we have a great design
and completed working drawings, and we have 56
percent of the construction costs in hand. Yes, it will
cost $185 million to build, but those funds will come
from private philanthropists, dedicated redevelopment
funds and the state. Not one cent will come from the

city’s general fund, or existing or new bond obligations.

Yes, operating and maintenance costs will increase.
Today, the annual cost to run the sorely outdated,
inadequate central library at Eighth Avenue and E
Street is $7.6 million, projected to rise to $8.7 million
in 2009. Running the new main library in 2009 will
cost $11 million a year, with the $2.3 million difference
completely covered by new revenue. The new funds
include, but are not limited to, lease of the 77,000
square feet on the sixth and seventh floors, parking fees
(the first two hours are free), a bookstore and café, and
rental of spaces such as the auditorium and courtyard.

Does Anyone Go There? Some people
think libraries are dinosaurs when nothing
could be further from the truth. People
love their libraries. In 2004, the city’s

6]

public libraries had 6.5 million visits — more than

the total number of visitors to SeaWorld and the San
Diego Zoo combined — with 770,000 of those visits to
the Downtown central library. Downtown is one the
region’s fastest-growing residential areas with nearly
30,000 residents and a population expected to triple by
2020. Its residents deserve, and will use, a first-class
library.

Why Have A Main At All? Across the United
States, main libraries are arts and culture centers that
far surpass individual branches. They host musical
performances, readings, art and other exhibits.
Branches — which everyone supports — are only
as good as their mains. Knowledge is best managed
around a hub or central library. Centralization is
essential for larger collections and research activities,
and Downtown is the best place for that, being the
unarguable center of commerce and government. And,
critically for public access, they need to be in areas of
high activity, convenient to public transit.

Isn’t The Internet The Answer? Many people say
we don’t need libraries when we have the Internet.
Here’s what you can access on the Internet: only one-
half of one percent of 110 million Library of Congress
items, 8 percent of journals, very little material that
is more than 15 years old and almost no books. More
than 68,000 books are published in the United States
alone each year, yet only about 17,000 books have
been digitized by Project Gutenberg. Modern libraries
are hybrids, blending the best of analog and digital
worlds. Consider this — more people learn how to use
the Internet at libraries than anywhere else. For those
without access at work, school or home, libraries are
the primary place to access the Internet.

The Year Of The Library The most compelling
arguments against this project are one-sided and
relatively easy to counter. Why? Because we have
been working on this, in all sorts of city contexts, for a
long time. That is why the City Council unanimously
approved the overall public library plan to improve
or build 23 branch libraries and the new main, and
approved the finance plan. It is why Mayor Sanders
has voiced his support. Together, we can make 2006
the year of the library. Let’s do it — to help restore
San Diego’s civic pride and benefit citizens of all
stripes in the name of literacy and lifelong learning.



10th Annual Winter Read-a-Thon
Celebration
On Saturday, December 10, 2005,

a very successful 10th Annual
Winter Read-a-Thon Celebration &
party drew a crowd of 70 children &

40 adults at ' \ ;
y

the Beckwourth
Branch. Local teens
decorated the meeting room
with balloons, bright streamers
and ribbons. Nancy Saint John
provided holiday tunes &
tales. A total of 116 children
signed up for the program and
47 children read five books over the holidays.

Beadmaking Workshops a Hit
at Oak Park Branch

The Bead Society of San Diego
County presented a free series of
bead-making classes for children and
teens at the Oak Park Branch. The
Bead Society of San Diego

will present an adult beading class
at the Oak Park Library on Saturday,
February 11, 2006 at 10:30 a.m.
Reservations are required:

please call the Oak Park Library

at 619-527-3406.

Holiday Gingerbread Houses a Hit
at Mira Mesa Branch

On December 14, 2005, Youth Services Librarian
Teresita Flores and Library Assistant Connie Biddle
conducted a children’s program at the Mira Mesa
Branch on how to build a Gingerbread House. The
program was well-attended by a group of delighted
children and their parents.

Robin Bright Art Exhibit Draws Accolades

A recent show of artist Robin Bright’s work at the

Taylor /Pacific Beach Branch Library was rated by the
Union Tribune as one of San Diego’s ten best art shows
in 2005. The “Best of 2005 designation is especially
meaningful as the other awardees were all major arts
institutions. Congratulations to Mark-Elliot Lugo, Curator
of the Library’s Visual Art Program for an outstanding job
in putting together this exhibit.

San Carlos Branch
Celebrates Chinese New Year

Sandra Foster and her son, Joel
were among the patrons who
celebrated Chinese New Year
at the San Carlos Branch by
making spring action dragon
puppets and reading books
about dragons. Sandra read
her son Michael Hague’s The
Book of Dragons.
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DouBLE YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO THE LIBRARY THROUGH A CORPORATE MATCHING GIFT
Many local and national companies offer corporate matching gift programs to their current employees and company retirees. Many of these
companies will match your gift dollar for dollar. Below is a partial list of the companies in the San Diego area that offer matching gifts. Contact
your company’s Human Resources department or the Library’s Development Office at (619) 238-6638 for more information.

Alliant Techsystems

Allstate Corporation
American Express Company
Anheuser-Busch Companies, Inc.
ARCO

AT&T

Bank of California
BankAmerica Corporation
Bristol-Meyers Squibb
Caterpillar Inc.

Chevron Corporation
Chicago Title and Trust Company
Chubb & Son Inc.

CIGNA Corporation

Circuit City Stores, Inc.
Citicorp/Citibank, N.A.

CNA

Coca-Cola Company
Deloitte & Touche LLP
Delta Air Lines, Inc.

Digital Sciences Corporation
Ernst & Young LLP

Exxon Corporation

Federated Department Stores, Inc.

Fidelity Investments

Fireman's Fund Insurance Company

Ford Motor Company
GTE Corporation

Gannett Co., Inc.

Gap, Inc.

General Electric Company
GEICO

Hewlett-Packard Company
Home Depot

IBM Corporation

Intel Corporation

ITT Corporation

JC Penny Company
Jefferson-Pilot Communications
Johnson & Higgins

Jostens, Inc.

JP Morgan & Co., Inc.
KPMG Peat Marwick
Kemper Insurance Companies
Lawyer s Title Foundation
Lockheed Martin Corporation
Loews Corporation

Lucent Technologies

Lucky Stores, Inc.

May Department Stores Company
McDonald'’s Corporation
McDonnell Douglas Corporation
Merck & Co., Inc.

Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc.
Metropolitan Life Insurance
Microsoft Corporation

Mobil Oil Corporation
Mutual Benefit Life

NCR Corporation
Northwestern Mutual Life Ins.
Pacific Telesis

PepsiCo Foundation

Pfizer, Inc.

Philip Morris Companies Inc.

Pitney Bowes Inc.

Price Waterhouse LLP

Procter & Gamble Company
Prudential Insurance Company of America
Qualcomm

Raytheon Company

RJR Nabisco, Inc.

Rohr, Inc.

Safeco Corporation

SBC Communications, Inc.
Charles Schwab & Co. Inc.
SA4IC

Shearson Lehman Brothers, Inc.
Shell Oil Company

Sony Corporation of America
Sprint Corporation

State Farm Insurance Companies
Sun Microsystems, Inc.
Teledyne, Inc.

Texaco Inc.

Textron Inc.

TRW Inc.

Union Pacific Corporation
Unisource

Unisys

United Parcel Service

United Technologies Corporation
Unocal

US West, Inc.

Washington Mutual

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
Weyerhaeuser Company

Xerox Corporation

—————————————————— | —————————————————————————
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BaRrrio LogaN YouTH
CELEBRATE COMMUNITY PRIDE

“BARRIO LOGAN: Youth Voices
& Community Stories” is a one-year
digital storytelling project that will help
sustain, support, celebrate and maintain
community identity and pride in an area
that is widely regarded as a spiritual
center for Latino civic engagement. As
part of the “BARRIO LOGAN: Youth
Voices — Community Stories” project,
two documentary videos produced by

M ALCOLM X BRANCH local youth debuted at the Central

c g Library in December. The documenta-
10th Anniversary Celebration ries, entitled “Employment” and “Community

Organizing” were produced by young people living

Saturday, January 21, 2006 marked the 10" Anniversary

Celebration of the opening of the Malcolm X Branch. in Barrio Logan and Oak Park.

A huge crowd of library supporters and elected officials “BARRIO LOGAN: Youth Voices — Community
joined with the community at an afternoon celebration that Stories” is a joint program of the Library and Media
included storytelling, a magic show, ethnic dancing and a Arts Center San Diego’s Teen Producers Project. Co-
youth poetry reading. Special thanks goes to Joan Conlisse, sponsoring the project are the MAAC Project, High Tech
Chair of the10™ Anniversary Celebration and her committee High School, Barrio Logan College Institute, Memorial
for organizing this wonderful celebration. Pictured above: Academy Charter School and National Latino Research
Marayah Leslie, Faustine Wilson, Ella Momon, Joshua Von Center. Funding for the project comes from a California
Wolfolk and Delia Morris were among those who joined in State Library grant through the Library Services and

the festivities at Malcolm X. Technology Act.
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